Early Years — EARLY Survey Report

The Erasmus+ EARLY survey was distributed by Early Years over May and June 2022 and
targeted primarily to in-practice Leaders/Teachers of preschool settings in both Northern
Ireland and Republic of Ireland. 15 responses were received which included one parent
and one member of the management board- 14 of the respondents were female.
Respondents indicated that during the pandemic children remained at home for more
than 2 months at a time. There was general guidance available for preschools rather than
a national strategy being implemented. However Early Years Leaders/Teachers remained
in contact with families throughout the period of lockdown with limited interactions with
the children individually. The most popular forms of communication took place over
WhatsApp and email, with zoom and facebook following and gradually the use of Seesaw
became more prevalent. Respondents indicated that Early Years Leaders/Teachers
provided suggestions for activities at home at least once a week.

The main difficulties experienced by families and carers (as illustrated in table 1 below)
were lack of time and lack of resources available at home.

Also, teachers recognised that a large proportion of families and carers were insecure in
strategies that they could use to engage the children more effectively, were unfamiliar
with digital educational platforms in general and felt that they were receiving too many
suggestions to put into action.

The results of the survey and in particular the indicated topics for future learning (see
table 2) clearly demonstrate the need for the EARLY Project in addressing areas of
distance learning (Table 3), the value of promoting computational thinking skills for young
children (Table 4) and educational robotics with preschool children (Table 5).

It is evident that Early Years Preschool Leaders/Teachers would benefit from further
professional development in computational thinking and educational robotics which will
be provided by the Erasmus+ EARLY project.




Difficulties that impacted the experience for children
regarding activities sent by teachers to be developed by
families/carers. Table 1
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W was not relevant / didn’t have an impact B was somewhat relevant / had some impact
m was relevant / had an impact was very relevant / had a great impact

M | don’t have information to answer this question
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Topics for further learning. Table 2
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Perspectives about distance learning Table 3

14

12

10

8

6

; I

=11 il i

| feel comfortable | believe | can learn | am enthusiastic about | think that it is helpful to
participating in distance through distance participating in distance have professional
training. education. education as part of my development as distance
professional development. education.
B was not relevant / didn’t have an impact m was somewhat relevant / had some impact
H was relevant / had an impact M was very relevant / had a great impact
M | don’t have information to answer this question
Perspectives about computational thinking in Early Childhood
Education. Table 4
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| believe children in ECE | am enthusiastic about I think that it is helpful to | feel comfortable
should have experiences  computational thinking in have activities connected to promoting activities for

with computational ECE. computational thinking in children with computational
thinking. ECE thinking in ECE.

m was not relevant / didn’t have an impact m was somewhat relevant / had some impact

m was relevant / had an impact m was very relevant / had a great impact

B | don’t have information to answer this question

Perspectives about educational robotics in Early Childhood Education. Table 5
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| believe children in ECE | am enthusiastic about

should have experiences educational robotics in ECE.

with educational robotics.

M was not relevant / didn’t have an impact
m was relevant / had an impact

B | don’t have information to answer this question

| think that it is helpful to | feel comfortable
have activities connected to  promoting activities for
computational thinking and  children with educational
robotics in ECE. robotics in ECE.

M was somewhat relevant / had some impact

m was very relevant / had a great impact



